
            
   
 
 
 

 
 

 

Message from Art – Please remember this is a one-off write…no editing made. Embrace the imperfection! 
 
As we head into the Easter weekend, and after seeing many of our parents here today, I wanted to quickly 
fill you in on a few of my learnings this week, but especially from this morning.  
 

A Sense of Hope 

Easter Sunday brings a sense of hope and a time of peace for all of us. I know this year it all feels a little 
strange, a little unusual. If I talk to my mum, her sense of loss of not being able to go to Mass, has impacted 
hard. I know this will be the same for many of our families, especially our grandparents. It is through this 
weekend that if we find time to be still, that we will find the connection back to what we are missing by 
not being able to get to Mass or Stations of the Cross on Good Friday. It is all okay because God is ever 
present wherever we are, especially in the stillness. Maybe find 5 minutes over the weekend to find this 
quietness to be able to thank God for all that we have. Think about all of us at St Col’s, and remember we 
are all here for each other, and we are in this together. We will one day be back walking through the gates 
and hearing the laughter and joy of our kids in the playgrounds. 
 

A Sense of Gentleness 
The beauty of gentleness is that we allow ourselves to be kind to not only others, but ourselves. We are all 
about this at St Col’s. It is during times such at this COVID-19 pandemic that we get to live what we say. 
Not in perfection either, in imperfection. We will fail at gentleness, believe me, I have this week. But I have 
learnt to be gentle on myself for my imperfections. It actually allows us to grow as humans, as humanity. 
I was thinking about what if I was working at home, or had been stood down from my work, and then had 
two kids at home in primary school, just how much pressure I would be under. It must be enormous, as we 
are so far removed in many ways from what we would normally do in our day.  
 
From me to you, and from our staff to you, please do not feel pressure from us around what is to come in 
Term 2. We are here as a support. I will talk about this in a video on Facebook in the second week of the 
holidays. Gentleness! It must start with us, for us, and for those around us. I want everyone to stop thinking 
about school and how this will look next term. There is plenty of time for that when we return. It will all 
be okay, as we are all in this together. Gentleness! 
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I have explained to my staff they need to stop over the next couple of weeks and refuel their tanks. I want 
them to find time to rest, time for themselves and their families. It has been a privilege to see how everyone 
has worked together this week in our move to on-line learning. I have let them know I want them to stop 
looking at their emails up until Wednesday 22 April, so they can switch off. I know they will find this 
impossible, but I am trying to give them permission to be gentle on themselves. Please be aware this is to 
look after them and be true to allowing our teachers to enjoy their holiday break. If you need any support 
for your family, any concerns, then please feel free to email me. You have my email. We are true to being 
here for families when you need us. 
 
A Couple Highlights  
 

Dice Football League 
I just want to thank all those families who are getting involved in the DFL. It is a sleeping giant at the 
moment, but I feel it will take off this weekend. I will release the Round 1 DFL ladder, plus results of Round 
2, at some point over the weekend. Details are on the school Facebook page. Now, if you have not have 
Facebook, feel free to email me and I will send a short video demonstration. 
 
Quick Update from Harry and his dad Chris: Can you believe they have completed Round 10 of their season? 
They are bolters in the pack. They have given me the heads-up that Carlton are dominating. Hmmm! Both 
are mad Blues supporters, so maybe I have some suspicions around Chris’ rolling of the dice. Are they 
loaded mate? I will await the ladder over the weekend. 
 

The Bear Hunt 
This is another fabulous way to stay connected. Yesterday, I put up a little guy with blue feet. I wonder if 
you have walked by to find him. Then today, I went into the back shed, opened up one of my girls’ old toy 
boxes, and there he was, one of Charlie Brown’s Peanuts’ characters. A cracking little fella. Wonder if you 
will find him along the fence and know what his name is? I will be finding little things to place on the fence 
line throughout the holidays. Feel free to add coloured ribbons and messages as you walk by. 
 
Alright, enough from me. We are family here at St Col’s in Bayswater. Keep looking after yourself and all 
those around you. An abundance of God’s blessing to you and all those you love this Easter season. 
 
In Ubuntu! 
 
Art 


