
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
22 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION UPDATE [please note some government updates may have come 
through even before this information is placed on the school website] 
 
I am aware that there may be some concern throughout our school community at the 
moment regarding the COVID-19 virus and the health of students.  As such, I wish to share 
important updates. There is much going on in the media this afternoon, including state 
borders being closed in the next 48 hours, so I thought I would put this out to give you the 
latest updates on a few things happening for us at St Columba’s School. 
 
Please note much of this information has also been explained in Friday’s update. 
  

1. Attendance at School 
2. Schools’ Current Situation 
3. Educational Delivery in the Event of School Closure or Other Major Disruptions 
4. Thanks to students 

  
1. Attendance at School 
  
Parents need to be aware that should they choose to keep their child at home and self-
isolate, that teachers are still teaching full days and preparing in the evenings for the next 
day. However, our teachers will make arrangements as best as possible to support your 
children at home with their learning. I know teachers are doing this wonderfully well at 
present. Big thanks! This delivery may include revision activities, reading and the online 
resources that your children currently use. Kindergarten and Pre-Primary are not expected to 
be sending out activities at present. Please give teachers a couple of days to get this 
organised for your children. Please note, as Principal, I fully support parents making decisions 
in the best interest of their family.  
 
We are trying to keep school as normal, safe and stress-free as possible for all children and to 
make the minimum of changes that are required to meet the new requirements. Again, our 
staff, families and kids have been true to what we stand for, care and compassion and being 
in it together. Ubuntu! 
  
2. Schools’ Current Situation [This situation could change hourly at present] 
  
The National Cabinet has accepted the advice of the Australian Health Protection Principal 
Committee (AHPPC) that there is no need to close schools a pre-emptive measure and should 
remain open at this time. Specifically, the National Cabinet has agreed that “pre-emptive 
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closures are not proportionate or effective as a public health intervention to prevent 
community transmission of COVID-19 at this time.” 
 
We continue to follow the advice from CEWA, the government and Health Dept. This could 
change overnight as the National Cabinet are meeting this evening. 
  
3. Educational Delivery in the Event of School Closure or Other Major Disruptions 
  
The school recognises the importance of being able to operate to the greatest extent 
possible during this time in which the impact of COVID-19 is being managed.  Plans have been 
made to enable the continuation of educational delivery, as much as possible, in the event of 
groups of staff and/or students being unable to attend the school or a school closure. I must 
commend the staff for the amazing effort they have put in, at extremely short notice, to 
prepare tasks and lessons for students currently not attending. We will release a plan once 
we have definite information of school closure, as this is not an action we have had 
communicated at state or national level. 
 
While we have done some planning, we have built in a two-day planning and implementation 
phase. Our staff are expected to stay focused on our children who are in their classrooms at 
present. We are concentrating on the wellbeing of students, staff and families. 
  
The school is well equipped in relation to on-line tools for communication and age 
appropriate educational delivery such as Seesaw and email. The extent to which these tools 
may be used will be determined by contextual factors including connectivity to the internet 
at home. We appreciate our parents are very understanding and supportive of how we will 
roll out this educational delivery to our kids. 
 
4. Student Response 
Our students have been quite outstanding in their participation in class activities and their 
positive attitude to their learning. Parents and staff are clearly managing this situation 
wonderfully well with our St Columba’s kids. Their care for others and their willingness to go 
with the flow when things have needed to be cancelled or arrangements changed in learning 
has been a credit to them and how they adapt. We are all very proud of our kids, as I am sure 
you as parents are too. There is something special about these kids when they are called to 
step up and be there for others. Something very natural. 
 
Over the remainder of the term students can wear their sport uniform each day if they wish. 

 
In the current unsettled climate, I request that you emphasise to your children that the 
school is working on the premise that we will remain operational unless we receive advice to 
the contrary.  
  
There is much uncertainty surrounding the Coronavirus so we must continue to remain calm 
and continue with our typical day to day activities as best as we can. Above all, our priority is 
the health and welfare of the students, staff and the broader community. 
  
Take care this week and thank you for your support. 
 
With kindest regards and best wishes 
 
Art Lombardi 
Principal  

 



 

 

 
 

 

 


